
During the pandemic, Scottsdale Community College faculty member Danielle Carlock got up to
some interesting work. Carlock's sabbatical project was meant to address food insecurity for
students through a farmers' market-style event at SCC, where Carlock would distribute free
vegetables and edible plants from the campus food garden. But when SCC shut down due to COVID,
she instead expanded the other part of the project: the free Maricopa Native Seed Library, which
focuses on native plants — ecologically specific to Maricopa County — and seeds that aren't readily
available at Valley nurseries (many of which Carlock herself collected in the field). These native
seeds are free to students, faculty, and the public. They come in packets of 20 or so, which can be
picked up or mailed. Food plant seeds include kale, lettuce, firecracker penstemon, white Sonora
wheat, Salt River Pima pea, and desert chia. And now, Mesa Community College's Red Mountain
campus is home to many of the parent plants, making it something of a showroom for the seed
library.

Co-founded by former Phoenix Mercury player Bridget Pettis, nonprofit urban farming organization
Project Roots AZ grows fresh fruits, herbs, and vegetables on land at the Spaces of Opportunity
garden in Phoenix and the Local First Community Garden in Mesa. In addition to providing plots for
people to farm their own food, the founders and staff of Project Roots AZ make community
education a huge part of their activities, offering garden boxes for people to grow their own food on
their patios or balconies, conducting gardening and yoga classes, making produce box deliveries,
and running a soup kitchen out of their Mesa space. Project Roots AZ's garden bounties can also be
found at the Downtown Phoenix Farmers Market.

Old-school Phoenix foodies might remember the original Christopher's Restaurant & Crush Lounge,
the beloved eatery and bar manned by the James Beard Award-winning Chef Christopher Gross. It
was located at Biltmore Fashion Park for a decade till Gross relocated to Wrigley Mansion to run
Geordie's in 2018. (There was also a brief Sky Harbor satellite location, Christopher's, in 2019). But
as of this spring, Gross opened a new restaurant: Christopher's at Wrigley Mansion. The eight-
course tasting menu spotlights seasonal ingredients from a prix-fixe menu at $250 per person, as
well as Christopher's Classic, a lighter tasting menu served at lunch. The 26-seat, 1,500-square-foot
space, sitting right next to the mansion, was designed by architect Wendell Burnett, and boasts 180-
degree views via floor-to-ceiling windows and a retractable roof. It's quite an experience, if you can
swing it.
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