
0

B Í  U R B A N  I S  
A  N A T U R E -

B A S E D  
S O C I A L  

E N T E R P R I S E  
I N  T H E  

H E A R T  O F  
S T O N E Y B A T T

E R

Redefinin
g what it is 
to be 
urban is 
our 
mission

O U R  S H O P  I S  B A C K  O N L I N E !  G E T  Y O U R  F A V O U R I T E S  D E L I V E R E D  T O  Y O U R  D O O R ×

https://www.biurban.ie/
https://www.biurban.ie/cart
https://www.biurban.ie/shop-dropdown


 

OUR MISSION 

STATEMENT

Unlike charities or not 
for profits who focus on 

a single issue, our 

mission is pitched to 
improve life for all 
members of society. 
Everyone, no matter 

their age, gender, race or 

ability, is entitled to live 
in a healthy 

environment. Similar to 
the way insects pollinate 
plants, humans pollinate 
ideas. Local knowledge 

and the behaviour of 
each individual are 

essential components in 
the development of 

public health.

Using 
citizen 
science and 
community
-based 
action, we 
aim to 
preserve 
and 
redevelop 
biodiversity 
in the 
urban 
environme
nt.



All our projects are 
centred around 

collaborating with 

nature to solve complex 
urban issues while 

reconnecting 
communities with their 
local biodiversity. Access 

to nature is a human 
right, one we are 

deprived of for the most 
part in cities. We aim to 
change that for both the 
health of ourselves, and 

our environment. 

THE TEAM

Ste… Ka… Sad…

A LITTLE 

HISTORY

Bí Urban 
was 

started by 
Kaethe 
Burt 
O’Dea in 

https://www.biurban.ie/projecttimeline


2016. The 
communit
y hub was 

developed 
as a space 

where events, workshops 
and projects surrounding 
urban regeneration could 

take place. The aim was to 
engage & inspire 
community-lead action, 
and spark discussions 
around how we can work 
collectively to change our 

city for the better. 

The creation of Bí Urban 
was the result of 9 years of 
research and proactive 
work with local 

biodiversity, having it’s 
start in 2005 when Kaethe 
Burt-O’Dea founded 
Desireland, a home for her 
collaborative work with 

clients that developed 
project specific action 
research to support the 
development of innovative 
health care strategies. 

Desireland works on two 

levels: 
The consultancy develops 
and manages healthcare 
research programmes for 
clients, and the principles 

that emerge in the process 
of this professional work 

http://desireland.ie/about/


are then further developed 
in not for 
profit community based 

demonstration projects. 

Bí Urban is one of the 
projects that emerged out 
of Desireland’s creative 
research. Other examples 

include the Sitric 

Community Garden, an 
urban composting 
demonstration site and 
Community Garden, and 
SPUDS, a proactive 

response to the decision 
to trial genetically 
modified (GM) blight 
resistant potatoes in 
Ireland. Both of these 

projects have contributed 
to the development of the 
Lifeline.
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I N  T H E  

http://desireland.ie/sitric-garden/
http://desireland.ie/sitric-garden/
http://desireland.ie/spuds/


ARTICLES & NEWS

RAIN GARDENS: A BEAUTIFUL SOLUTION TO URBAN
WATER PROBLEMS

Irish Times | 2021

Nov 30, 2021

A NEW PODC
BANKS OF T

Dublin Inqu

Dec 16, 2020
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https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/rain-gardens-a-beautiful-solution-to-urban-water-problems-1.4687705
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/rain-gardens-a-beautiful-solution-to-urban-water-problems-1.4687705
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/rain-gardens-a-beautiful-solution-to-urban-water-problems-1.4687705
https://dublininquirer.com/2020/09/23/a-new-podcast-captures-wildlife-along-the-banks-of-the-royal-canal
https://dublininquirer.com/2020/09/23/a-new-podcast-captures-wildlife-along-the-banks-of-the-royal-canal
https://dublininquirer.com/2020/09/23/a-new-podcast-captures-wildlife-along-the-banks-of-the-royal-canal
https://thegloss.ie/the-marriage-of-ethics-and-aesthetics-meet-kaethe-burt-odea/
https://www.biurban.ie/the-lifeline


THE MARRIAGE OF ETHICS AND AESTHETICS: MEET
KAETHE BURT O’DEA

THE GLOSS | 2018

Nov 27, 2020
A LIFELINE 

THE IRISH

Nov 27, 2020

SHOULD DUBLINERS LEARN TO LOVE WEEDS ON THEIR
STREETS?

THE DUBLIN ENQUIRER | 2018

Nov 27, 2020
GROWING P
UNDER THR

THE IRISH

Nov 27, 2020

https://thegloss.ie/the-marriage-of-ethics-and-aesthetics-meet-kaethe-burt-odea/
https://thegloss.ie/the-marriage-of-ethics-and-aesthetics-meet-kaethe-burt-odea/
https://thegloss.ie/the-marriage-of-ethics-and-aesthetics-meet-kaethe-burt-odea/
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/travel/ireland/a-lifeline-to-nature-in-dublin-city-1.3596088
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/travel/ireland/a-lifeline-to-nature-in-dublin-city-1.3596088
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2018/08/28/do-dubliners-need-to-learn-to-love-weeds-on-their-streets/
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2018/08/28/do-dubliners-need-to-learn-to-love-weeds-on-their-streets/
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2018/08/28/do-dubliners-need-to-learn-to-love-weeds-on-their-streets/
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/food-and-drink/growing-pains-the-dublin-community-gardens-under-threat-1.3715835
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/food-and-drink/growing-pains-the-dublin-community-gardens-under-threat-1.3715835
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/food-and-drink/growing-pains-the-dublin-community-gardens-under-threat-1.3715835
https://www.totallydublin.ie/more/roadmap-honey-to-the-bee/
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2017/01/25/a-stoneybatter-store-offers-bee-soap-bric-a-brac-and-community


A STONEYBA

THE SECRET LIFE OF URBAN BEES

IMAGE INTERIORS & LIVING | 2016

Nov 27, 2020

DIT BAIT HIV

Bí Urban in 
communitie

Nov 27, 2020

https://www.totallydublin.ie/more/roadmap-honey-to-the-bee/
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2017/01/25/a-stoneybatter-store-offers-bee-soap-bric-a-brac-and-community
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2017/01/25/a-stoneybatter-store-offers-bee-soap-bric-a-brac-and-community
https://www.imageinteriors.ie/features/2017/8/15/the-secret-life-of-bees
https://www.imageinteriors.ie/features/2017/8/15/the-secret-life-of-bees
https://www.dit.ie/media/ace/slwc/Lifeline_Baithive%20design%20project%202014-15.pdf
https://www.dit.ie/media/ace/slwc/Lifeline_Baithive%20design%20project%202014-15.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/group-wants-to-turn-referendum-posters-into-bee-hives-1.2221490


GROUP WANTS TO TURN REFERENDUM POSTERS INTO
BEE HIVES

THE IRISH TIMES | 2015 THE WOMAN

DUBLIN IN

Nov 27, 2020

A GREEN LIFELINE FOR DUBLIN’S NORTHSIDE

IRISH TIMES | 2014

Nov 27, 2020

URBAN GAR
ROAD COMM

THE INDE

Nov 27, 2020

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/group-wants-to-turn-referendum-posters-into-bee-hives-1.2221490
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/group-wants-to-turn-referendum-posters-into-bee-hives-1.2221490
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/group-wants-to-turn-referendum-posters-into-bee-hives-1.2221490
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2015/07/01/the-woman-who-wants-a-roundup-free-dublin
https://www.dublininquirer.com/2015/07/01/the-woman-who-wants-a-roundup-free-dublin
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/a-green-lifeline-for-dublin-s-northside-1.2034237
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-style/a-green-lifeline-for-dublin-s-northside-1.2034237
https://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/health/urban-gardening-for-city-slickers-29091650.html
https://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/health/urban-gardening-for-city-slickers-29091650.html
https://www.independent.ie/lifestyle/health/urban-gardening-for-city-slickers-29091650.html
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