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The Çukurova Un�vers�ty
Botan�cal Garden, Turkey
Prof. Dr. Erdogan Gultek�n

The f�rst attempt to set up a botan�c garden �n Turkey was �n about 1949
w�th the establ�shment of an Arboretum �n Bahçeköy near Istanbul w�th
the support of the Un�vers�ty of Istanbul Faculty of Forestry. In sp�te of the
r�ch b�od�vers�ty and h�gh number of spec�es both �n flora and fauna �n
Turkey, the number of botan�cal gardens are qu�te few.

Early �n�t�at�ves for a botan�cal garden at Çukurova Un�vers�ty took place
�n 1972. . Some act�v�t�es such as correspond�ng w�th some fore�gn
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 Former (/botan�c-gardens/110-6th-global-botan�c-gardens-
congress.html)

Next  (/botan�c-gardens/108-turkey-s-f�rst-nat�onal-botan�cal-

countr�es were carr�ed out by the Department of Landscape Arch�tecture
between 1973-1978. After collect�ng a var�ety of plant seeds from
d�fferent countr�es and also from the ma�nland, some successful results
were obta�ned w�th some outdoor plants such as Bauh�n�a var�egata ,
Park�nson�a aculeata , Duranta repens and Cass�a tomentosa wh�ch gave
�mpetus for the development of a botan�c garden.

In 1994 an evaluat�on and adv�sory comm�ttee w�th 12 members was
formed to develop new strateg�es and pol�c�es wh�ch met tw�ce a year. At
the same t�me a plann�ng and project team w�th 6 members ma�nly from
the Department of Landscape Arch�tecture was organ�zed and a Master
Plan was drawn �n accordance w�th natural, edaph�c and cl�mat�c
cond�t�ons and the needs and �nterest of the publ�c.

General Features

The botan�c garden �s located �n south-eastern Turkey. The Çukurova
area �s 20 meters above sea level and only 40 k�lometers to the north of
the Med�terranean Sea; �t �s surrounded by the cha�n of Taurus Mounta�ns
wh�ch reach up to 300 meters. The Garden has a total area of 200 acres.
The most spectacular part of the Botan�c Garden �s the Maqu�s (Macch�a)
and the Nat�ve Plant Garden.

Maqu�s (Macch�a) and Nat�ve Plant
Garden

W�th an area of 100 acres, th�s garden cons�st of nat�ve plants that
un�que to reg�on. The garden �s s�tuated �n a w�de valley from the south to
the north west part of the botan�c garden. Some woody maqu�s elements
are l�sted below:
Quercus cocc�fera, Cal�cotome v�llosa, P�stac�a tereb�nthus, Ph�llyrea
lat�fol�a, Er�ca man�pul�flora, Daphne ser�cea, L�thodora h�sp�dula, C�stus
cret�cus, Rhamnus oleo�des, Sm�lax aspera, Osyr�s alba, Crateagus
monogyna, Myrtus commun�s, Fontanes�a phyllraeo�des.

Nursery

The nursery of the botan�c garden covers nearly 5 acres of wh�ch 150 m²
�s reserved for off�ces, laboratory and l�brary. An area of 2 acres �s added
to the ma�n s�te for ma�ntenance work, w�th water�ng fac�l�t�es. A small
green house and screen house are be�ng establ�shed �n the nursery.

Projects have been started �n parts of the garden, woody plants (trees
and bushes) have been sown for research and collect�ons have been
planned for the com�ng per�od.

A work programme on the �mpl�cat�ons and pract�cal work relat�ng to
plantat�on and dendrology lessons for the students from the Department
of Landscape Arch�tecture have been scheduled.

http://www.bgc�.org/worldw�de/art�cle/0208/
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