17/09/2024 12:09 Chickasabogue Park nears reopening with work still needing to be done
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EIGHT MILE, Ala. (WKRG) — The light at the end of the tunnel is in sight for a Mobile County

Commission and Environmental Services project at Chickasabogue Park.

Vehicle hits, kills man: Mobile Police »

According to previous reporting, the park closed in January of 2022 and has remained

closed while renovations were completed.
Park officials said the renovations came in phases, not all at once.

Tina Sanchez, Environment Services Director, said the first round of renovations began
with infrastructure. She emphasized that infrastructure must be able to support the

millions of dollars spent on new and renovated facilities.

“We really need to start with the bones of the park,” Tina Sanchez, Environment Services

Director, said. “The infrastructure is like the backbone if you will.”

Mobile Catholic priest arrested, archdiocese confirms »

Infrastructure improvements, contracted by Mott MacDonald, include:

e Underground Utilities
e Water/Sewer System
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e Lift Station
e Fire Hydrants

¢ Fire Mains

The next round of renovations involved the park’s entrance. Under the new renovations,

traffic would have easier access to the park’s Administrative Building.
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Also in the second wave of improvements were the mountain bike trail and disc golf

course. The contractor for both, Goodwyn Mills Caywood, sent people who specialize in

each sport to make improvements.

Matthew Jones, Deputy Environmental Services Director, said GMC suggested no changes,

besides a few amenities, to the disc golf course.

“He came out and he looked at the disc golf course, he reviewed everything,” Jones said.

“He said, ‘You know what, you guys have a great disc golf course here. We need to keep it

the way itis."”

Next story in

https://www.wkrg.com/mobile-county/chickasabogue-park-nears-reopening-with-work-still-needing-to-be-done/

3/15



17/09/2024 12:09 Chickasabogue Park nears reopening with work still needing to be done

ey e o

/|

One of the biggest pieces of the project were the improvements to the Day-Use area.

Improvements included:

e Splash pad

e Playground

e Trails

e Ball Field

e Basketball Courts
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Park officials said that the two new basketball courts are made of VersaCourt, a plastic

material that allows water to drip through it. Another bonus to the material: each court can

accommodate basketball, tennis, and pickleball.

The parking lot was also renovated in this phase of the project. According to officials, the

parking lot is built on previous pavers, which absorb water to eliminate flooding.

And now, officials say a new RV park with a capacity of 38 spaces is in the works. The RV

Park Project is contracted by Moffat and Nichol.

In all, the renovations are more than just improvements — officials say they want to make

people aware of the area’s history.

Merceria Ludgood, District 1 Mobile County Commissioner, said the park will also use
architecture, design, and artifacts to recognize the different cultures that lived in the area

in the past.
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Much of the funds to kickstart this project came from the Gulf of Mexico Energy and

Security Act.

So far, Sanchez said $9 million has been spent on renovations, but once future projects are

invested in, Sanchez said that number could double.
She said getting bids came with a few hurdles.

“Yes, we’ve had delays, and we’ve had frustrations, but we just don’t give up,” Sanchez

said.

Future projects include renovations to the beach area and a new boat ramp. To do that, the
County would need to secure a permit from the Army Corps of Engineers, the Alabama
Department of Environmental Management, and the Department of Conservation and

Natural Resources.

The beach area and boat ramp project are expected to cost about $3.5 million.

Chickasabogue Master Plan
Beach / Swim Area - Alternative 2
August 23,2001

A new interpretive conference center is also in the plans. The County is still searching for

funding for this leg of the project.

READ NEXT >

-
READ NEXT >

Next story in

https://www.wkrg.com/mobile-county/chickasabogue-park-nears-reopening-with-work-still-needing-to-be-done/ 6/15



17/09/2024 12:09 Chickasabogue Park nears reopening with work still needing to be done

BESTR=VIEWS

o

6 spooky Amazon Echo skills to help you host a haunting ...
HOLIDAY / 17 Hours Ago

To create a ghoulish and horror-themed ambiance inside your home, there are plenty of Alexa skills. Enable these
skills to set a nightmarish vibe.
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Our resident DIY expert, Beth Allen, founder of HIP Chicks (Home Improvement Project Chicks), explains how to
weatherize your windows.
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Genius ways to use your smart devices this Halloween
HOLIDAY / 18 Hours Ago

One of the most effective ways to elevate your scare game to a pro level is by incorporating the smart devices that
you already own.
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2 Stock market today: Asian shares are mixed as Wall ...

A key employee who called the Titan unsafe will testify ...

Stock market today: Asian shares are mixed as Wall ...

Senate to vote again on IVF protections in election-year ...

Elon Musk has often inflamed politically tense moments, ...

2 juveniles arrested for making threats against schools: ...

i Huntsville woman dies days after Birmingham crash

L‘* 7 arrested in Cullman in connection with multistate ...
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Saraland City Council passes 6 month pause on mega...

Mobile County « 4 hours ago

Dauphin Island mayor reflects on Hurricane Ivan and ...
Mobile County « 8 hours ago

| How Mobile Police’s ‘Red Light Blitz’ operation aims ...

Mobile County « 8 hours ago

‘We'’re not a babysitting service’: Greater Gulf State ...
| Mobile County « 8 hours ago

United Cerebral Palsy of Mobile schedules fundraiser ...
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Austal USA awarded contract — new facility, jobs ...
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Mobile County Public Schools employees to receive ...
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1 injured, Mobile woman arrested after argument: ...
Mobile County « 14 hours ago

Mobile man arrested after traffic stop turns into ...
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7 B Weekend Mobile shooting leaves 1 injured
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TRENDING STORIES

1 Former Mobile church leader indicted on child sex ...

2 How Alabama takes on storms with ‘Fortified’ homes ...
3 Rapper Nelly arrested in Missouri following casino ...

4 McDonald’s employee arrested after stealing money ...

5 Top Baldwin Co. schools: Report
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GO Run marks 17 years advancing cancer
research in Mobile

WKRG.COM
GO Run marks 17 years advancin...
MOBILE, Ala. (WKRG) — Researchers ar...
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