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The Digital Hub’s Pocket Forest partnership an urban tree nursery first

Over 600 native Irish
trees including birch,
rowan, and alder will be
planted in the city
location

Read More: | Il J( J( ]
29 July 2021

The Digital Hub has installed the Pocket Forests Tree Hub in its Dublin 8 campus. Created in
partnership with Pocket Forests, The Tree Hub is Ireland’s first native tree nursery in a city
centre location.

The nursery, which will see the planting of native Irish trees such as birch, rowan, and alder, will
serve as a distribution point for the planting of further trees around the Dublin 8 and greater
Dublin area. Over 600 trees will be planted in the coming months.

Establishing the Tree Hub nursery for these native trees in an urban setting is the first
initiative of its kind in Ireland and will improve the natural environment of Dublin 8. Several
parts of the area have been found to have low or below average tree density according to
Mapping Green Dublin, an initiative between University College Dublin and Dublin 8
community groups.

The importance of access to nature and green spaces has been further highlighted as a result
of the Covid-19 pandemic, with recent research from the Environmental Protection Agency in
February this year showing that 84% of people said they felt access to nature was important
for their physical and mental health.

Pocket Forests was set up in 2020 by event manager Ashe Conrad-Jones and journalist and
author Catherine Cleary with the goal of improving biodiversity in urban areas. The idea is
adapted from the Tiny Forest concept. Pocket Forests use permaculture methods to
regenerate depleted soil and plant a diverse range of native trees and shrubs to recreate a
forest in pockets of land as small as six square metres.

In addition to the native tree nursery Pocket Forests have also installed Dublin 8’s first pocket
forest in The Digital Hub campus. This forest, located in a reconditioned skip donated to
Pocket Forests by Thorntons Recycling, will promote biodiversity and pollination, and includes
native plants such as birch, rowan, spindle and guelder rose.

Fiach Mac Conghail, CEO at The Digital Hub, said: “The Digital Hub has long had a
commitment to enhancing Dublin 8 as a place to live and work. Biodiversity, green spaces and
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Small Talk with David Dowd of CAFRE

In association with Tully Nurseries

At Growtrade, we're running an

interview series titled ‘Small Talk’,

where we talk to various

influential members of Ireland’s
horticulture trade. This month’s conversation is
with David Dowd, head of Horticulture Branch,
College of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Enterprise (CAFRE). How did you get your start
in horticulture? My initial [&hellip The post
Small Talk with David Dowd of CAFRE
appeared first on Growtrade. [...]

Kent & Stowe launches premium gardening
gloves

Kent & Stowe has launched a new
range of premium gardening
gloves, designed to offer superior
protection, comfort, and flexibility
for various gardening tasks. The
All Round Grip gloves offer precision, durability,
and water resistance for tasks like pruning,
weeding, and planting. With a crinkle-textured
latex dip for superior grip and a seamless liner
for [&hellip The post Kent & Stowe launches
premium gardening gloves appeared first on
Growtrade.[...]

Alexion partners with Hometree to restore
Ireland’s Atlantic rainforests

Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare
Disease, has announced a
partnership with environmental
charity Hometree to accelerate
the regeneration of Atlantic
rainforests in Ireland. The initiative, launched
at Hometree's site in Avoca, includes a €90k
investment from Alexion aimed at
reintroducing rainforest ecosystems across 18
acres of agricultural land in the Maam Valley,
Connemara, Co. Galway. Once covering [&hellip
The post Alexion partners with Hometree to
restore Ireland’s Atlantic rainforests appeared
first on Growtrade. [...]
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nature are important factors for health and wellbeing, and the installation of this nursery will
have a lasting, positive impact on this community for many years to come. | would like to thank
Catherine and Ashe for partnering with The Digital Hub on this project and encouraging us all
to commit to a more sustainable living and working environment.”

“Dublin 8 is an area which suffers from a low density of trees, and the ability to experience
nature and green space for our health and wellbeing has come to the fore throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic,” said Ashe Conrad-Jones, co-founder of Pocket Forests. “The Digital Hub
is an ideal location for Ireland’s first native tree nursery in an urban setting, and it will serve as
a springboard to encourage pockets of native forest creation in areas around Dublin 8 and
beyond. We are looking forward to the work and learning we can do with local groups and
schools in our efforts to green more areas of Dublin.”

Pocket Forest will run a series of six half-day workshops at The Digital Hub to educate people
on the benefits of biodiversity, pollination, compost, soil health and the importance of healthy
forest ecosystems in urban areas. There will also be monthly, informal community coffee
mornings. For more information, look out for Pocket Forests and The Digital Hub on social
media.

This partnership is the latest in The Digital Hub's efforts to foster sustainable activities in
Dublin 8. The campus is host to six beehives in partnership with the Robert Emmet Community
Development Project’s Inner-City Bee Keeping Project. The Digital Hub also operates solar PV
panels on a campus building to provide clean renewable energy to the campus, and is a lead
partner on Smart D8, an initiative to improve the health and wellbeing of citizens through
collaboration and innovation.
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[FA meets Ash
Dieback Review
Group to relay
farmers’ concerns

More than half of
Ireland’s native
plant species are in
decline —

—
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Teagasc Crops Forum addresses soil health
rotations and early planting

The Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine (DAFM)
recently shared data on this year’s
cereal varieties. Cara MacAodhdin
emphasised the value of selecting
varieties from the Recommended List, which
have been tested under challenging conditions
and proven reliable, according to Teagasc.
Ciaran Collins, Teagasc Tillage Specialist,
offered strategies to recover from the wet
2023/2024 [&hellip The post Teagasc Crops
Forum addresses soil health rotations and early
planting appeared first on Growtrade. [...]

Tender for supply of bedding plants

At Growtrade, we highlight public
procurement opportunities from
around Ireland that would be
suitable to landscapers, growers,
turfgrass professionals,
horticulturalists, and forestry professionals.
Here is one such tender working for the Supply
and Delivery of Summer Bedding Plants for
Summer 2025. Type of contract: Supplies
Contracting authority: Cork County Council
Contact: emer_ocallaghan@corkcity.ie
Response deadline: 04/10/2024 [&hellip The

Small Talk with David Dowd of CAFRE

David discusses his career journey, the
impact of the Green Legacy Hiroshima
initiative, and the future of Irish horticulture.
He highlights the...

Alexion partners with Hometree to restore

Ireland’s Atlantic rainforests

Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease, teams up
with environmental charity Hometree to
restore Atlantic rainforests in Ireland,
investing €90k to...

Teagasc Crops Forum addresses soil health

rotations and early planting

The forum addressed key agronomy issues
and strategies for improving soil health at
the Keadeen Hotel in Newbridge, County
Kildare

Home Grown set to return for season three
RTE's popular horticultural series, Home
Grown, will launch its third season in Spring
2025, following a successful second series
that showcased...

Small Talk with John Mulhern of College of

Horticulture Teagasc

John discusses his career in education and
horticulture, the success of the new
horticulture apprenticeship programme, and
the industry's current...
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