Dear John Illingworth,
 
My name is John Isherwood-Mote and I work at the Central European University (in Budapest). I am writing to you because I am working on a Horizon 2020 project (The EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation) entitled NATure-based Urban innoVATION (NATURVATION) project, and I would like to ask you a few questions, if it would be possible.
 
With the NATURVATION project, we are aiming at mapping the use and impact of nature-based solution (NBS) in 100 European cities, Leeds being one of them. This involves creating a database to identify 1000 NBS interventions across 100 European cities, that aims at gathering information regarding the NBS interventions, such as their objectives, challenges addressed, innovation aspects, governance features, among other things.
 
I am currently studying the NBS of your “St Ann's Mills Pocket Park”, and I have in some cases struggled to find information (or there at least appears to be missing information) on the internet relating to these cases that has limited their incorporation into the NATURVATION database.  This is the reason why I am contacting you. If you don’t mind me asking some questions regarding about the implementation of the project itself I believe the project would became richer with detailed and meticulous information, referenced from the team responsible for the realisation of the park.
 
I would like to obtain information on the following topics and if possible, inquire if there is a reason why information on these topics is not available online. If it is possible, I would thus like to ask if you could clarify any of the following (do not worry if you cannot answer some/many of the questions, any information provided will be of significant help):
1. What quantitative and qualitative targets were defined for the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park (e.g. number of green roofs to be installed, number of trees to be planted, tCO2/ha*yr stored, number of jobs created, reduced air pollution)?
2. What monitoring indicators were defined for the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park (e.g. tCO2/ha*yr for carbon sequestration, number of people visiting green urban areas, increase in access to green urban areas, reduce heat island effect (mean local temp. in °C))?
3. What activities were implemented to realise these objectives and these targets?
4. Is/Was the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park implemented in response to/ influenced by an EU Directive/Strategy? (e.g. Green Infrastructure strategy, Adaptation strategy, WFD, Floods Directive, CAP)
5. Is/Was the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park a result of/influenced by a regional or local regulations/ strategy/ plan?
6. Does the city Leeds have a specific Green Infrastructure (GI)/NBS vision/strategy mentioned in connection to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park?
7. Does the city Leeds have plans that mention the GI/BI/NBS concepts, and outline a vision for their implementation mentioned in connection to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park, but are not specifically GI or NBS plans?
8. Is there a city network or regional partnerships focused on climate change/ sustainability/GI or NBS in Leeds that connects/relates to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park?
9. Is Leeds part of a GI/NBS research project that connects to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park? (e.g. H2020, but also national research, or Urban Living Labs type research projects)?
10. To which initiatives might innovations specific to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park have been linked/replicated/transferred from, and what is transferred/replicated, and how?
11. To which initiatives might innovations specific to the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park have been linked/replicated/transferred to, and what is transferred/replicated, and how?
12. Is there a formal monitoring system of the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park’s impacts in place?
13. Have monitoring/evaluation reports of the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park been produced? (If yes, please provide a link to the documents?)
14. Could you provide the name of any specific assessment tools (commercial or free) for the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park and describe the tool briefly? (if so could you provide a link?)
15. Are/Were citizens involved in the evaluation/assessment of the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park?
16. Could you please specify what mode evaluation/assessment was used by citizens if so? (e.g. Questionnaire, Interview, Focus Group, Online Forum, Submission of monitoring data (citizen observation)
17. Are/Were citizens involved in any analysis of the evaluation/assessment of the St Ann's Mills Pocket Park?
18. Are/were steps taken to follow up on any recommendations made by citizens’ evaluations/assessments?
Thank you very much for your attention and hope to hear back from you soon.
 
Kind regards,
John Isherwood-Mote
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